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Remarks from the President

Greetings and well wishes to
all VRTA members. | like the

adage, AiThe fl ower
morrows are the seeds of to-
day. o0 Thus | am

port that the VRTA is moving
forward in the right direction.
Some things to mention are:
Our membership and means of
communications are improving.
Over eighty percent of units/
districts have applied for the tax
exemption status under the um-
brella of VRTA. We have had
very good attendance at our
last fall and spring meetings.
We are presently in the process
of upgrading our website. After
reviewing the National Health
Care Plan proposal, we will en-
deavor to include health care
concerns which may affect VRTA
members to our Legislative Pri-
orities list for 2010. Lastly, we
are doing well with awards and
scholarships. At our last fall
meeting, it was reported that
160 awards were given to mem-
bers for their special services
and that there was a total of
$65,600.00 given in local schol-
arships from units and districts.
We are to be commended for
the great effort we make to
support education for our youth
who are aspiring to become
teachers. The above events that
| have mentioned says that our

success as an organization is in
membership involvement. We
are about a good work. Let us
continue this good work so that
our good becomes better and
our better becomes best.

The overall program for the
fall meeting in Blackstone on
October 5 -6, 2009 looks great.
The workshop sessions will be
most informative. We are
pleased to have Sharon Smith
from NRTA to do a three hour
workshop session for unit and
district leaders on member-
ship. Bea Morris, our legislative
chairperson has outlined a dy-
namic program for us to in-
clude state and national issues,
Look for these features and
much more in this newsletter.

| want to thank all new
members who joined VRTA this
year and those members who
renewed their memberships. It
is good for us to maintain our
ties with education and con-
tinue being united with a dy-
namic group that have our
common interests and experi-
ences in education. | am en-
couraging members who have
not paid their dues, to do so.
There is strength in numbers.
This factor is most important
when we lobby the General
Assembly to improve the finan-
cial and health benefits for our
general welfare.

The annual reports that |
reviewed were most interest-
ing. | was impressed with the
good programs that we carried
out this year. Having good pro-
grams for members at your
meetings are wonderful ways

to maintain good attendance
and involvement. Moreover,
thank you for having me to
attend your meetings. | have
enjoyed immensely the fine
receptions, programs and good
fellowship with members. An
example of a good leader is to
be visible. | shall endeavor to
keep visiting your meetings as
one of my primary goals.

Again | want to emphasize
that the purpose of our Octo-
ber meeting is for you to re-
ceive helpful information and
be inspired. We have planned a
great meeting for these pur-
poses. We need your presence
to help us work our plan. The
cohesive bond between units,
districts and the state office is
fundamental to the success of
our organization. Your pres-
ence and perspective are im-
portant to the overall work we
are doing. We look forward to
seeing you at the fall meeting
in Blackstone. Come, lets be
enlightened, be entertained
and enjoy a great fellowship
together. Together we can
make a difference in attaining
our t he me goal
Unity Through

With warmest regards,
Kennon Bland, Jr.
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The Annual Fall Meeting

ASSEMBLY DETAILS

We welcome you to the Fall Delegate Assembly
meeting at the Virginia United Methodist Center in
Blackstone, Virginia on October 5 -6, 2009. A great
meeting has been planned for information and in-
spiration. You have a great opportunity to learn
more about the work of VRTA. Interesting and help-
ful workshops are planned, as well as legislative
issues both state and national, that will impact your
organization. Registration will begin at 8:45 on
Monday, October 5 in the corridor area leading to
the dining hall. Coffee, juice, and pastries will be
served.

Kerry Mossler, certified nurse from Central
Southside Community Hospital, Farmville, VA
wi || be available on
pressureo fr @m200&nd D:@D
room 113.

Oct .
-2:00 in

During lunch  Bea Morris , VRTA legislative chair will
introduce guests from the Virginia Retirement Sys-
tem to give general remarks.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

On Tuesday, October 6, 2009 after the incoming
session, we will hear an inspirational talk from Dr.
Kell Fleshood, Chiropratic, PC from South Hill, Vir-
ginia. Dr. Fleshood is a motivational speaker who is
in demand as a speaker for AARP and Retired

WORKSHOP SESSIONS

Workshop sessions are from 1:00 -4:20. All work-
shops presenters will have a question and answer
period. Some workshop sessions will be longer than
the usual hour. Please check your schedule for these
changes. The following sessions will be offered:

e Virginia Retirement System by Donna
Blatecky , Patty Smith and Jeanne Che-
nault .

e Getting Your Life in Order by Jessie
Woodson -Johnson

e The Grandmothers Campaign by Pamela
Cladwell

e Exercise for Strength Training for Seniors Part
2 by Laverne Stallard

e VRTA Membership Recruitment, Designed for
VRTA President, president -elect and member-
ship chairs by  Sharon Smith (read her article
in this newsletter)

e VRTA Insurance by Chuck Swope

We are pleased to announce that Bea Morris
VRTA legislative chair has organized November Elec-
tion Candidate Forum. This forum will be held in the
auditorium from 4:30 -5:50. Please refer to the de-
tails of this forum in this newsletter. We have ar-
ranged for dinner to be served at 6:10 pm.

Teachers groups. His speech is titled: AfiHow to | n- Smlle AWhIle
crease your Energy by Y&@e- Percent . o
tainly will enjoy his presen =

ENTERTAINMENT

We will be thrilled
The New Beginnings.

with great entertainment by
This vocal group is com-

posed of the singers Wayne Gough and Glen

Norton . They are basically Southern Gospel and

will be singing patriotic and contemporary music as

well. Cyndi Schnell from VUMAC said they have

been a "big hit" when they performed previously at

the center.
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NRTAGs™ BAenual

cipients Selected

With Our Youth!

center to help pre

The Virginia Retired Teachers Association was recently
selected for an NRTA  With Our Youth!
the state category. Fourteen local VRTA units reported
23,209 hours of service to 27,329 youth. Whether tutor-
ing, assisting with social projects, serving as lunch buddies
or providing school supplies, clothing and eyeglasses, re- b e
tired teachers throughout the state find ways to positively
impact the youth in their communities.

VRT A 8lada Wilkins

tober.

Rebecca Villarreal, NRTA

With Our Youth!

Excellence Award in

was also selected for an NRTA
Dedication Award which
contenders that merit distinction for their exceptional
work. Wilkins founded a day care at the local recreation
-schoolers prepare for kindergarten. She
donates her time 8 hours per day, 5 hours per week. The
awards will be presented at the VRTA convention this Oc-

- Program Consultant

Award Re-

pl ace,

highlights top

me.

ook

75 Years of Loyal Support

Lest We Forget!!!

On November 28, 1935,
founded the Virginia Retired Teachers Association in Rich-
mond in Room 210 of the John Marshall High School with
15 retirees present. Since then, many changes have taken
t he

but

servedo.

Rosa Davis Overby

forward to

Dr. Cornelia Storrs Adair

motto has

In October of 2005, we had a delicious cake, the found-
ing scene, the number 70 displayed, a book mark, and a
100 -line poem to commemorate the occasion. We did
celebrate our 70th anniversary at that meeting!!!

In October, 2010 we will celebrate our 75th anniver-
sary at our Annual Fall Meeting in Blackstone.

If you have any ideas or suggestions you would like to
be considered for this important occasion, please contact

hearing

- VRTA Historian

804 -834 -2996

The House that VRTA Built: Making Membership Matter

The nuts and bolts of attracting and retaining members

If you build it and they come, how do you get them to stay?

Join us as NRTA membership ex-

pert Sharon Smith, shares key tools

and tips for
uni toés
ng VRTAOGSs

strengthening your
member ship

efforts. Using a train the trainer
style, Smith will present a highly
interactive, hands on workshop to
help you develop tools to:

Send a Clear, Consistent Mes-
sage

Recruit New Members

Engage Your Members

Develop Strategies for renewing
Members

Reward, Celebrate and Appreci-
ate Members

Choose the Membership Com-
mittee

stat ewi

The executive director of the
Maryland Retired School Per-
sonnel Association made the
following comments about the
wor kshop: il
Unit members felt that ir was
time well spent in working on
our elevator statement, identi-
fying potential new member
groups, addressing prospective
member s needs,
veloping a plan for recruiting,
retaining and regaining mem-
bers. We could have easily
spent the entire day discussing
how to structure association
meetings and planning activi-
ties to attract people to join and
participate. o

bel i

and

eve

thti

The executive director

not
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change

from yo

of the

North Carolina Retired School Per-

sonnel
us after the
smiles on their

wr ot e,

much they enjoyed the day and
thanked us for the good informa-

tion. Il &6m sure

you

good it feels to know that people

are leaving a session so enthusia
c!o

S-

Please join us for this unique ex-
perience and take home ideas that
will make a difference in building

membership in your association.

Sharon Smith
NRTA

APeopl e
training and with
faces said how

mu s |
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LEGISLATIVE WORKSHOP

Bring a friend and come to the Legislative Workshop on
Monday, October 5. This is the place to get information and
questions answered., so it is important for all districts to be
well represented.

The VRS staff will be with us at our 1:00 pm meeting as will
Sarah Gedes an administrator of t
Students a coalition of groups, including VRTA, that supports
adequate funding for education.

The 2010 Legislative have only one major change, be we will
be discussing the necessity of this one addition at the work-
shop. In 2001, an enhanced benefit was given to those who
had taught at least 15 years and retired before 1980. The
new proposal would raise the cap to 1990. (See the 2010 list
of priorities.)

We need all our members to be accurately informed on the
issues and to support our legislative efforts. Thank you to
those assisted Charlie Todd , the VRTA lobbyist, and me in
S0 many ways in 2009. We look forward to working with you

in the coming year.

Bea Morris, Legislative Chair
540 -867 -5109

NOVEMBER ELECTIONS/CANDIDATE

The elections in November are very important. All members

of the House of Delegates are up for re -election, and some
seats are contested for the first time in years. We encourage
districts and units to discuss the 2010 Legislative Priorities

with local candidates and learn their positions on these is-

sues.

A forum with the candidates vying for the three statewide
offices will be held at Blackstone on Monday, October 5,
from the 4:30 -5:50 p.m. in the auditorium of the Confer-
ence Center. The candidates for Governor 0 Creigh Deeds (D)
and Bob McDonnell (R), Lt. Governor d Jody Wagner (D) and
Bill Boling (R), and Attorney General 0 Steve Shannon (D)
and Ken Cuccinelli have been invited to participate. Those

who have conflicts will send surrogates.

This forum will present an opportunity to hear their positions
on education and retirement, but equally important is the
opportunity it affords them to learn about VRTA. When they
were contacted, several asked how many would be in atten-
dance. Your presence at this forum will emphasize how seri-
ous we are about these issues. Please plan now to join us for
this event.

Bea Morris, Legislative Chair
540 -867 -5109

he

VIRGINIA RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

2010

|. To Safeguard and improve the Virginia Retirement Sys-

tem
Al l

iance for Vi ni aods

A. Improving benefits of retirees

rgi

1. Increase the multiplier in the retirement formula
from 1.7 to 2.0 with a corresponding increase for
current retirees

2. Provide health insurance credit for school support
personnel

3. Maintain health insurance credit parity with state
retirees

4. Provide a mechanism whereby the life insurance
may be used to purchase prepaid funeral services

B. Opposing any attempt by legislators to place limits,
requirements, or regulations on VRS investments

C. Opposing any attempt to change the VRS from a
defined -benefit plan to a defined  -contribution plan

D. Following the actuariesbd

VRS contribution rate

E. Raise the cap from 1980 to 1990 for the enhanced
retirement benefit

. To provide realistic funding for public education

A. Protecting and fully funding the Standards of Quality
and fully funding other state mandates.

B. Funding salaries at a level which ensures teaching as
a viable career choice and is consistently increasing
with the goal of reaching the national average

C. Providing stipends for National Board Certification as
a means of encouraging excellence

D. Opposing merit pay initiatives
E. Opposing vouchers and tuition tax credits

F. Opposing practices that would place financial bur-
dens on localities

NJRT4

Working to benefit teachers -
both retired and current!

recom



VRTA Membership Announcements

In January we will begin our 75
year as an organization. We plan
to celebrate at each state meet-
ings, and we want you to cele-
brate with us. We have a lovely
new pin, which commemorates
our anniversary. These are avail-
able from our secretary, Betty

th

Knowles, phone 703 -368-4743.

Many of the local units are plan-
ning to give these pins to every-
one who joins the VRTA this fall
and to all life members within
their unit. We will also have them

for sale for only $2.00 at the fall

meeting. (We have kept the price
low so that everyone can afford to

get one.)

It is critical that all districts and
local presidents attend the fall
meeting at Blackstone. Of course
we welcome as many other mem-
bers as possible. There will be a
great of information about our

anniversary year, and we are
planning an interesting, fun meet-

ing. Presidents who attend will be
prepared to relay all the news to

their members. Plus, the VRTA
will benefit from your ideas and

suggestions. | look forward to
seeing you on October 5 and 6.

If you have received this news-
letter, your state dues have
probably been paid within the
past three years or you are a life-
time member. It is critical that
you keep your dues up to date if
your are enrolled in any of our
insurance programs. You can be
dropped from your insurance if
the company finds that you are
no longer eligible for the VRTA
discount. Membership lists will be
purged annually and submitted to
John Jones for distribution to each
of our sponsored companies.

Please notify Betty Craft, phone

Page 5

276 -228-5112, about your de-
ceased members. We want to
send newsletters and other infor-
mation to all members, but it is
wasteful and costly to send publi-
cations that are returned by the
post office or discarded by family
members.

Look for an updated and im-
proved Web Site in the near fu-
ture. As more and more of our
retirees are using computers and
other technology the Web Site will
become more vital to our organi-
zation.

Keep on recruiting those new
members and doing the great job
you always do for retired educa-
tors.

Helen Tippie
htippie@comcast.net
540 -330 -3863

Thanks from the VRTA Treasurer

Thanks to all of the
unit treasurers who have
submitted VRTA dues for
2009 -2010. We welcome
those new Life Members
also. The return of the
membership rosters that
were distributed at the
Spring Meeting has been
useful in keeping our
membership  current.
This saves money when
mailings are done by our
President or when the
newsletter is  mailed.
Those units who were
not represented at the
Spring Meeting will re-

ceive your rosters this
fall. Your Treasurer has
been extremely busy this
summer.

By the time that you
receive the VRTA News-
letter the application for
group exemption status
under the umbrella of
VRTA as a tax exempt,
charitable  organization
will have been received
by the IRS and be in the
process of being evalu-
ated. Eleven districts
and sixty -three units
have authorized VRTA to

include them in the
group exemption for tax

exempt status under the

VRTA umbrella as a
charitable  organization.

If additional information

is required by the IRS
you will be notified ac-

cordingly.

Thank everyone for your
cooperation.

Betty Craft

Take Action

AThe
now, so do it today. Perhaps you
will say you are not ready, that
you must give some additional
thought to your proposed under-

taking. Well, do it today. Begin
action now. The things you put
off are never done. Someone
has wisely observed that we
cannot change yesterday, nor
begin tomorrow until it is here.

So all that is left for you and for

me is to make every today the
best that it can be. When you
think of yesterday without regret

and tomorrow without fear, you

will be on the highway to suc-
cess, because you will be using
your today's in the best you
know how, and your tomorrows
will be rich with promise. Begin
now! o

-john H. Stoke

time to begi
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News from Around the Commonwealth

New from the VRTA Secretary

George Grove , co-chair of the VRTA Insurance com-
mittee is featured in a
-Voices of The Riverbo
later date. Watch for it in your TV Guide

- Betty Knowles

4743) or by email: Bettybread703@comcast.net if you
d o c ume n tveant Yo orfler pinsfor yéuSuhie Thayrwdl also be avail-
that wi | | ablke at Blackstore th Ociober. PhB st ia $2.00aper pin.
We hope every member will be wearing one by 2010.
We have sold 353 so far. If you order make your check

VRTA has a special lapel pin available to commemorate
payable to VRTA

our 75 ™ anniversary. Contact Betty Knowles (703 -368 -

Chesapeake Retired Teachersd Asso<20@®ti on

It will be soon time to think about the call meet-
ing and the upcoming year for CRTA. This past
year has been very successful and we are looking
forward to another good year, Last year we were
able to give books and school supplies to the
Chesapeake Detention Center, learn about reverse
mortgages, raise $1,000.00 to give as a scholar-
ship and have fun celebrating birthdays, and par-
ticipate in community services and volunteer ser-
vice for our youth. Our membership averages
about 50 and | am very proud to say each member
of CRTA is also a member
are VRTA members and many have lifetime VRTA
memberships.

This year we will start our September meeting
with a program by the American Red Cross on hur-
ricane preparedness. We also have some fundrais-

ers planned. Our second meeting will be a musical
program and in 2010 we will strive for a group day

trip to a local or nearby attraction. Membership is

always a concern wo we will pursue ways to in-
crease our numbers. Our committees are working
on this right now. Our organization is a very moti-

vated outgoing group. Several members are very
active in the school system and of course most
everyone is active in their religious communities.
Our men and women are dedicated teachers, fam-
ily members, and community members. | am
prous to say Icain a memider of CR&éA. e r a |

Respectfully submitted,
Loula Brox
President, CRTA

News from District B

At t he Spring 609
Awards Chair, Canzata Turner reported that Lo-
cal Units together had awarded over $65,000 in
local scholarships!

Members of District B met at the Hampton Holi-
day Inn to install officers for 2009 -2011. Bette
Jirran , Parliamentarian of the Hampton Unit, con-
ducted the installation ceremony for Janice Mort
President; Martha Bradley , President Elect; Ann
White , Secretary; and  Selwa Fiskus, Treasurer.
District B Scholarship recipients were also recog-
nized at the meeting, and included Megan Drew-
tiler and Adrianna Carter.

Execut.i

News from Prince William

Prince William Retired Teachers will host the
District N meeting on September 22, 2009 at
Grace United Methodist Church in Manassas. Call
Betty Knowles (703) 368  -4743 to make a reserva-
tion
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News from Around the Commonwealth

Hampton Retired Teachers Association
Scholarships Served up at the June Luncheon Meeting

From Left: Katheryn Bodie, Kecoughtan High School
graduate and winner of the $500 HRTA Student Scholar-

ship who will attend the University of Notre Dame;
Christopher Brown , Hampton High School graduate
and winner of the $1,000 Elizabeth Jordan Scholarship

who will attend Hampton University; Angela Bond , win-
ner of $500 HRTA instructional Assistant Scholarship who

is employed at Robert E. Lee Elementary School; Dr.
Patricia Johnson , Interim superintendent of the Hamp-

ton City Schools.

Pittsylvania County Retired Teachers Association

Walter Keys Honored at Meeting

The Pittsylvania County Retired Teachers Association the ideal educator. He began his career as a teacher at
recently honored  Mr. Walter Keys for his dedication to Northside High School and later became Assistant Princi-
the teaching profession. The organization celebrated pal at Chatham High School. He retired in 1988 as Princi-
AfWalter Keyes Dayo and gave Mr .pal&fBanRivenHigh $choole | | de -
served accolades as one who lifted high the standards
of the professional educator. Submitted by Paula Collie - Publicity Chairman

Mr. Keyes came to Pittsylvania County Retired Teachers Association
Pittsylvania  County 434 -822 -1493

#£=in 1949 and has
" spent the last 58

Sulffolk Retired Teachers Association

Recognizing outstanding service: Sulffolk Retired Teachers Association on the Move:

Iness E. Taylor , President of the Association, made We recently met at St. Markés Episcop
presentations to  Ann Bunch and Vivian Boykins was given from the State meeting in Blackstone, Virginia.

for their outstanding service as Secretary and Dis- Ashley Greene from the Sulffolk Chapter of the American Red

trict Treasurer. Cross gave a very informative present

From Left to right - par edn RglsHliott  provided the musical entertainment.

Idn::f Ta:l:(;, Prii:_n The association presented a $1,000.00 scholarship to . Keisha
Bunch. outgoing anesa 20.09 graduate from g 0
secretary. High School. Keisha plans to attend o
Paul D. Camp College and transfer to
Norfolk State University for concentra-
tion in Early Childhood Education. Ber-
tha Taylor is Chairperson for the Schol-

arship Fund.
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News from Around the Commonwealth

Richmond -Henrico Retired Teachers Association

We held four meetings during the last year and We had a Spring Membership Contest and each
elected a new President - Mary H. Collins. member who recruited three or more new mem-
bers received a gift cards. Mary Collins, Eleanor
Boyd and Lillian Green enrolled nine new mem-
bers

Some of the highlights of our meetings were:
Mark Devine: Self Defense for Seniors

Sweet Adelines Extension Cord entertained us
with Christmas Carols & Barber Shop Music, and
ourown EdnalLinsey led us inthe closing carols
with her beautiful voice.

We volunteered to organizations such as: Meals on
Wheels, Community Kitchen, AARP, taking a per-
son to the Doctor, Parham Health Center, State
Fair, Baptist General, Churches, Reading in Area

Sheriff Vanessa Crawford : Petersburg Sheriff Schools, Web Site for Deacon Conference, Deliver-

Deoartment involvement with seniors and chil- ing the Newspaper to Imperial Plaza Nursing

dren Ho me , St . Maryob6s Hospital, Vaca
Linwood Alford , Executive Director of the Open Nomination Committee, Driving S
Door Resource Center: HIV/AIDS Prevention and working on the Scrapbook.

Among Seniors. An article appeared in the in the Mom Collins, President

May 27th edition of The Urban Views Newspaper.

Frank”n/SOUthampton Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and
Retired Teachersbd oci at i \gbpdy
At our June 24 ™ meeting we awarded scholar-

ships two $300. First to Leannah E. Williams
who will be attending James Madison University

This is a little story about four people
named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody,

and will be majoring in English and Psychology. and Nobody.
The second was awarded to ~ Jennifer E. Eure There was an important job to be done
who will be attending Longwood University and and Everybody was sure that Somebody
majoring in Elementary Education. would do it.

As a fund raising activity for scholarships we Anybody could have done it, but Nobody
will be traveling to Washington, NC to see fiJoy did it.

Un s p e a k a latlthe Bocky Hock Playhouse on
September 26th.

Everybody thought that Anybody could do

it, but Nobody realized that Everybody
We also have four new members, thanks to woul dnét do it.

the hard work of two members of our member-

It ended up that Everybody blamed

Somebody when Nobody did what Any-
Daphne M. Miller - President body could have done.

ship committee




VRTA Fall Conference
October 56, 2009
Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center
707 Fourth Street, Blackstone, VA 23824
Phonel 434-292-5308
Monday 8:45 ami 11:45 ami Registration 7:00 pm- Evening Events
9:30 am- Board of Directors
1:00 pm- Workshop Sessions
Tuesday
8:45 am- Last Pickup of Registration Packets
9:15 am- General Session and Keynote Message

NOTE: Reaqistration fees and lodging rates and are per person, not per room or per couple.

Registration postmarked by Sept. 18, 2009 $10.00
(Registration postmarked after Sept. 18, 2009 15.00)
Lodging: One night per person 46.00

Two nights per person 92.00

Total for Registration and Lodging $

Meals: Please indicate your choices with an X.

Monday
Breakfagt 8:00 am $7.00
Lunch 12:00 Noon 8.00
Suppér 5:00pm 9.00
Tuesday
Breakfast 8:00 am 7.00
Lunch 12 Noon 8.00

Total for Meals $

Total of enclosed check to VRTA $
*(For total add Registration fee, plus Lodging and Meals)

Mail completed registration form and check, payable to VRIAater than Sept. 18, 2009 Send to Helen
Tippie, 14 Berkley Ct, Troutville, VA 24175. For questions call-380-3863 or email htippie@comcast.net

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE -MEIL

EMERGENCY CONTACTI NAME PHONE

NAME OF LOCAL UNIT DISTRICT

ROOMMATE REQUEST

ROOM PREFERENCE (Will be assigned as forms are received.)
SUNDAY ARRIVAL TIME (if applicable) . (Do not plan to arrive before 3 pm)

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS (List on back if necessary.)

(PLEASE T Fill out one of these formgor each person attending.)



mailto:htippie@comcast.net

VRTA - Newsletter

Kennon Bland, Jr.
115 Andes Drive
Danville, VA 24540

Come to Blackstone this Falll!!

October 5 & 6, 2009



